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In the Claims: 

The claims current read as follows: 

Claim 1 (previously considexed), A method of peafonning commmiication intercepts in a 
communications system comprising at least one satellite commuiucatioz)S node and a 
plurality of subscriber units, the method comprising: 

Tnaintaining a database of subscriber unit identifiers and jxuisdictional information 
associated with each of the plurality of subscriber units; 

selecting one of the plurality of subscriber units as a target subscriber unit; 

identifying the at least one satellite communications node associated with the 
jurisdictional information associated with the target subscriber unit; 

transmitting an intercept order comprising the identifier for the target subscriber unit 
to the identified at least one satellite communications node providing service to the target 
subscriber unit; and 

receiving an intercepted communication with the target subscriber unit from the at 
least one satellite commimications node. 

Claim 2 (previously considered). The me&od recited in claim 1 wherein the 
communications system further comprises a network management fadli^. 

Claim 3 (original). The method recited in claim 2 wherein die at least one communications 
node comprises a memory, the method further comprising: 

the at least one satellite communications node storing the intercept ord^ into an 
intercept table in the memory. 

Claim 4 (previously considered). The method recited in claim 3 wherein in the selecting 
operation more than one of the plurality of subscriber units is selected as a target subscriber 
unit, lAlierem the selecting operation is performed by at least one intercept requestor having 
an intercept requestor ID» and wherein the intercept table comprises a list of all target 
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subscriber units within the fooq)rint of the at least one satellite communications node, each 
target subscriber unit having associated therewith at least one intercept requestor ID. 

Claim 5 (previoiisly considered). The method recited in claim 2 wherein the identifier 
comprises an encrypted subscriber unit ID corresponding to the target subscriber unit 

Claim 6 (original). The method recited in claim S and further comprising: 

the at least one satellite communications node determining whether a received 

communication comprises the subscriber unit ID for the target subscriber unit; 

intercepting the conamunication when said at least one satellite communications 

node determines said communication comprises said subscriber unit ID; and 

transmitting without mtercepting the communication when said at least one satellite 

commutiications node determines said conmiunication does not comprise said subscriber 

unit ID. 

Claim 7 (original). The method recited in claim 6 wherein the communications system 
further comprises a network intercept fecility, and wlierein the intercept order comprises a 
network intercept facility ID identifying the network intercept fecility, the method further 
comprising: 

if the at least one satellite communications node intercepts the communication, 
transmitting the communication to the network intercept facility- 
Claim 8 (original). The method recited in claim 2 wherein the communications system 
further comprises a network intercept facility, and ^^ein the intercept order conrprises a 
network intercept fecility ID id^tifying the network intercept fecility, the method further 
comprising: 

the at least one satellite communications node transmitting the conununication to the 
network intercept facility. 
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Claim 9 (original)- The method leched in claim 8 wherein the intercept order identifies an 
intercept requestor^ the method further comprising: 

the network intercept fecility addressing a transmission of the intercepted 
communication to the intercept requestor. 

Claim 1 0 (original). The method recited in claim 8 wherein the intercept order 
identifies an intercept requestor, the method further comprising: 

the network intercept facilityr providing a transmission of the intercepted 
commimication to the intercept requestor. 

Claim 1 1 (previously considered). A satellite communications node for use in a 
communications system having a plurality of communications nodes, the satellite 
conmiunications node comprising: 

a transceiver to receive communications fiom one communications node and to 
transmit communications to another communications node; 

a data processing system, including a processing element and a memoiy, to execute 
at least one computer program performing intercepts in the communications system, the at 
least one computer program when executed comprising the operations of: 

receiving an intercept order from a network intercept facility, the intercept order 
comprising a target communications node ID assigned by a network operations facility; 

decrypting the intercept order to thereby verify the network intHcept fecility; 

separately decrypting the target communications node ID to thereby verify the 
network operations facility; 

evaluating a commimication received by the transceiver to determine whether it 
comprises the target conmiunications node ID; 

if so, intercepting the conmiunication; and 

if not, controlling the transceiver to transmit the conununication without intercepting 

it 
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Claim 12 (original). The satellite commimicatiaiis node recited in claim 1 1 wherein 
the intercept order is stored in an intercept table in the memoty. 

Claim 13 (original). The satellite communications node is recited in claim 1 1 wherein 
the intercept order further comprises a start time when evaluating is to start, and wheteia 
evaluating starts at the start time. 

Claim 14 (original). The satellite commxmications node is recited in claim 1 1 wherein 
the intercept order &rther comprises a stop time ^^en evaluating is to stop> and wherein 
evaluating stops at the stop time* 

Claim 15 (original). The satellite communications node recited in claim 1 1 wherein at 
least one computer program when executed comprises the additional operations of: 
if the comtnunxcation is intercepted, generating a communication clone; and 
controlling the transceiver to transmit the communication clone to another of the 
communications nodes. 

Claim 1 6 (previously considered). The satellite communications node recited in 
claim 15 wherein the intercept order fiarther comprises an ID corresponding to tiie network 
intercept facility to which a conmiunication clone is to be transmitted, and wherein the 
transceiver is controlled to transmit tike communication clone to the network hitercept 
fecility. 

Claim 17 (original). The sateUite communications node recited in claim 16 wherein 
the intercept order further comprises a start time when evaluating is to start, wherein 
evaluating starts at the start time, and wherein the start time has a differ^t granularity than a 
start lime stored at the network intercept fedlity conespondlng to the intercept order. 

Claim 1 8 (previously considered). The satellite communications node recited in 
claim 16 wherein the intercept order further comprises a start time when evaluating is to 
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start, wherein evaluating starts at the start tune, and wherein the start tiine has a differrat 
granularity than a stop time stored at the network intercept &cility correspondijag to the 
intercept order. 

Claim 1 9 (original)* The satellite commimications node recited in claim 1 5 wherein 
the intercept order further comprises an ID corresponding to an intercept requestor to which 
a communication clone is to he transmitted, and wherein the transceiver is controlled to 
transmit the communication clone to the mtercept requestor. 

Claim 20 (previously considered). A communications facility for use in a 
cottunurdcations system comprising a plurality of communications nodes, inclxiding a 
plurality of subsoiber nodes and at least one satellite communications node in which 
communications are intercepted, the communications facility comprising: 

a transceiver to receive communications from one communications node and to 
transmit communications to another communications node; 

a data processing system^ including a processing element and a memory, the 
processing element executing at least one computer program stored in the memory, the at 
least one computer program vrfien executed comprising the operations of: 

receiving an encrypted identijSer for a target node of the plurality of subscriber nodes 
from a database associated with a network operations facility responsible for a jurisdiction 
served by the communications system in which the target node is located; 

forming an mtercept order comprising the encrypted identifier, wherein the intercept 
order is encrypted with a key that identifies the communications fiidlity; and 

tratxsmitting the intercept order to the at least one satellite communications node 
providing service to the jurisdiction in which the target node is located. 

Claims 21-24 (cancelled). 
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